INTEGRATED CLASSES

Students with special educational needs and specific learning difficulties in our school.

1. Recruitment

In our school we have elaborated the procedures for creating the integrated classes. We use the following rules:
· The registration of both healthy and with special educatory needs children are voluntary.

· The parents/children’s guardians register the healthy child in the integrated class by handing in the application.

· The children with the opinion about the special educational needs take the precedence while registering
· When the recruitment process is over, the Recruiting Board has a conversation with parents and children with special needs and on its basis takes the decision about accepting the child to the integrated class.
· The Board decides about the composition of integrated classes. In each class there should be children with different types and degrees of disability.

· The form masters and the Principal organize the meeting with parents of accepted children and present the rules of cooperation between the school and the parents.

2. Diagnosis

The aims of diagnosis are:

· Recognition of potential possibilities and individual needs of each student

· Recognition of the causes of learning difficulties

· Diagnosis of students’ environment

The basic diagnostic techniques:

· Observation

· Environmental inquiry

· Pedagogical and sociometric tests

· Documents’ analysis (health card, Psychological Counseling Centre opinion)
· Surveys

The basic aims of diagnosis:

· Finding the children with educational problems

· Finding the children requiring help

· Making the list of dyslectic children

· Finding the children requiring rehabilitation

· Finding the children causing pedagogic problems

· Finding the gifted and creative children

3. Individual educational program
After the precise diagnosis, together with the teachers, for each student with special educational needs we create the individual program adapted to child’s possibilities. Such program includes:

· the aims of work with a child according to his/her possibilities (on the basis of opinion)
· the methods of achieving these aims

· teachers and parents signatures

· the level of achieving the aims

4. Adaptation of forms methods and techniques to the individual possibilities of the students

Each teacher adapts the educational requirements to the individual psychophysical and educational needs of the student who has developmental disturbances or specific learning difficulties. 
For such students we create special worksheets, compensatory classes, and tests that meet the requirements included in child’s opinion.  
5. Students

At the moment we have 12 integrated departments in our school. In each department there are up to 5 students with opinion about dysfunction

Dysfunctions:

The students have different dysfunctions that prevent them from learning in mainstream schools.

The most common dysfunctions are:

· mild mental retardation
· autism and Asperger’s syndrome
· hearing loss

· poor vision
· ADHD

· Kinetic disability

· Less than average intelligence possibilities

· Didactic difficulties – dyslexia, dysgraphia

6. School facilities
Our school is a safe, friendly and accessible place for our students. We have many classrooms equipped with different teaching aids for children with special educational needs. We also have:

· speech therapy room
· school educator’s room

· ICT classrooms

· rehabilitation room

· qualified nurse

· corrective-compensative classes

· Classes carried out with Veronica Sherborne’s method - Method 
 of Developing Movement 
7. Teaching staff

All the teachers have proper qualifications and skills to work with children with special educational needs and they guarantee a very high level of didactic, educational and pedagogic work.

In each integrated department there is an additional, supporting teacher to work with children with dysfunctions. 
8. The conditions and methods of grading and promotion of children with special educational needs
A child below intellectual norm and with mild mental retardation

The grading and promotion of such students is performed on the basis of the rules for healthy students. For the students with developmental disturbances that cannot meet the requirements, the teacher adapts the educational requirements according to the child’s psychophysical and educational possibilities.

For a child with mild mental retardation, teachers prepare individual educational program. 
A child with dyslexia

The adaptation of educational requirements in case of dyslectic children doesn’t concern the curriculum or teaching methods and techniques.

While grading at PE, Art or Music the teachers first of all take into consideration the child’s effort.
A dyslectic child is offered additional specialistic classes and in corrective-compensative classes

9. Psychological and pedagogical aid for students with special needs

Depending on child’s situation and recommendations included in the Psychological Counseling Centre opinion, the students are offered specialistic aid and care. In addition, they attend individual classes run by qualified specialists (speech therapist, rehabilitation specialist, psychologist)

Corrective-compensative classes

Such classes are organized for students with curriculum retardations. Usually they are children with reading and writing difficulties and with developmental retardation. Such classes are run from the beginning of child’s education and continued to its end
Speech therapy classes

Each year we have screening examinations for speech therapy. Children without the opinion or autistic ones are directed to Psychological Counseling Centre subjected to our school.

Rehabilitation

The children are directed to such classes on the basis of medical examinations. The classes are run at school by the specialist. The pace and intensity of activities are adapted to child’s individual needs and abilities.

Psychoeducational classes

· stress management

· skills development
· learning motivation

· addiction and aggression prevention
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